The patient, a child of two years, was in an extremely bad condition. She had been suffering for more than six months with a severe eruption round the mouth and nose. She had, during the whole of this period, been receiving medical treatment with ointments, but instead" of improving had been getting gradually worse. Indeed, the eruption had now become so bad that the mother felt that she could not take the child out in the street. The child's appearance caused extreme distress to the parents, who were clean and respectable people, and they were entertaining disturbing ideas with regard to the significance of the rash.

